
  

 

Premier’s Office Restructuring  

 
Yesterday morning, David Livingston, the newly appointed chief of staff to the 
Premier, announced significant changes to the roles and responsibilities in the 
Premier’s office.  
 
The restructuring was triggered by the announcement that Jamison Steeve will 
be stepping down from one of the most senior positions in the Premier’s office:  
principal secretary. Steeve has long been seen as one of the major policy forces 
in Government and has been credited with major reforms in both health and 
education. He was also a driving force on Liberal budgets and throne speeches. 
 
Traditionally, the roles of chief of staff and principal secretary represented the 
two priorities of politics and policy, respectively.  With no imminent replacement 
for Steeve, this could point to a streamlining of the two positions into a more 
vertical organization with a chief of staff and deputy chiefs of staff with an 
increased emphasis on politics - the more important of the two streams in a 
minority government environment. As you prepare to meet with the government 
and opposition at Queen’s Park, it is important to be aware of the political lens 
that all ideas and solutions will be viewed through. 
 
John Brodhead has assumed the newly created position of deputy chief of staff – 
policy and cabinet affairs. Karim Bardeesy will remain director of policy and the 
remainder of policy-focused staff will maintain their current roles. 
 
Since the 2011 election, John Brodhead has served as executive director in the 
Premier’s office, responsible for the energy file. Brodhead has a reputation for 
moving files quickly through the myriad of government committees. In his new 
position, he has the opportunity to be involved in every major policy file in 
government.  This is an important development as the Liberals ready themselves 
for an election that could happen within the next year. 
 
Laura Miller, existing chief of staff for intergovernmental affairs, will assume the 
role of deputy chief of staff – strategy and communication. Previously, the 
communications team also reported into Jamison Steeve.  
 
This separation of policy and communications could indicate that the Liberals are 
focusing more seriously how they communicate their policy ideas and that a 
political filter will be applied to all policy ideas.  
 
If you would like to discuss these changes in more detail, do not hesitate to 
contact Atul Sharma at 416.413.4621 or at atul.sharma@hkstrategies.ca. 
 


