
  
 

 

 

Byelection Results Change Engagement Strategy 
 

Ontario’s minority government remains intact, maintaining political uncertainty and creating an 
environment where businesses more than ever will need to engage with all parties to advance their 
issues. 

What Happened 
 

Kitchener-Waterloo: 
NDP candidate Catherine Fife 
won by a healthy margin, 
affirming pre-election polls 
which showed her with a 
significant lead.  

 
 

Catherine Fife (NDP) – 40% 
Tracey Weiler (PC) – 31% 
Eric Davis (Liberal) – 23% 
 

Fife, a former president of the Ontario Public 
Schools Boards’ Association, was able to 
galvanize a significant amount of public support 
and capitalize on the troubled contract 
negotiations between the government and 
teachers’ unions. This win is historic for Andrea 
Horwath’s New Democrats, who won in the riding 
for the first time. Polls routinely show Horwath as 
the most popular of the three major party leaders 
and this win is affirmation of her popularity. 

 
 

Vaughan: 
Voters elected Steven Del 
Duca, a former special 
assistant to Premier Dalton 
McGuinty, to fill the seat 
vacated by longtime Liberal 
MPP and former finance 
minister Greg Sorbara.  

 
Steven Del Duca (Liberal) – 51% 
Tony Genco (PC) – 33% 
Paul Donofrio (NDP) – 12% 

 
Lower turnout likely helped the Liberals, who were 
able to rely on an effective organization and large 
volunteer base to get more of their supporters to 
the polls.  

What It Means 
 

These byelection results are important, but they 
do not alter the political landscape significantly. 
Ontario is still in a minority government situation. 
The key considerations to take into account with 
the continuation of the minority government are 
political gridlock and election readiness.  
 

With only four government bills passed under the 
minority government to date, expect Queen’s 
Park to remain as contentious as ever. The 
government has been able to partner with both 
the NDP and PCs to move parts of its agenda 
forward. However, the good will is not likely to 
continue this fall. All signs point to a spring 2013 
election. Until then all parties will attempt to use 
wedge issues in order to distinguish themselves 
from each other and make a clear case to the 
electorate. Deficit reduction, in addition to health 
and education policy, will dominate the 
government’s agenda. Expect both opposition 
parties to continue to criticize the government 
with regards accountability for both fiscal and 
social issues. 

 

Byelections are never just about local candidates 
and are often seen as referenda on leadership. 
All three party leaders had a lot invested in the 
results last night. Premier McGuinty won in 
Vaughan, but could not secure a renewed 
majority government. PC leader Tim Hudak failed 
to recapture a seat held for over 20 years by MPP 
Elizabeth Witmer and NDP leader Andrea 
Horwath, while bolstered by the win in Kitchener-
Waterloo, still holds the fewest seats of the three 
major parties.  
 

Going forward, engaging with both the 
government and opposition parties will remain 
important. A coordinated strategy which 
addresses and tailors issues to the political 
landscape is crucial. 


