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Quebecers have elected the Parti québécois (PQ) to form the next government in Quebec. Pauline 
Marois, leader of the PQ, will lead a minority government, her separatist party bringing to an end the 
nine-year reign of the Québec Liberal Party (PLQ).   

Ms. Marois is the first female premier in the history of Quebec and just the fifth woman to become a 
provincial or territorial premier in Canada. She has had aspirations for the position since 1985, when she 
contended to become party leader following the departure of René Lévesque. 

Third in the polls and with his government facing a high rate of dissatisfaction, Jean Charest 
nevertheless succeeded in leading his party to official opposition status. However, voters in the riding of 
Sherbrooke, which he has represented for 28 years, did not re-elect him.  

The Coalition avenir Québec (CAQ) was unsuccessful in surpassing the performance of Action 
démocratique du Québec (ADQ), which in 2007 saw 41 of its candidates elected to the National 
Assembly. François Legault, CAQ leader, will head the second opposition party. Of the CAQ’s star 
candidates, only Jacques Duchesneau, Christian Dubé and Stéphane Le Bouyonnec won seats in the 
election.  

Québec solidaire co-leader Françoise David was elected, bringing to two the number of MNAs in the 
party, Amir Khadir being the other. Former PQ MNA Jean-Martin Aussant, who founded the new ultra-
separatist party Option nationale, was not elected. 

The three-way race predicted by the various survey firms did indeed materialize.  

 

The results 

+ Parti québécois: 54 (31.9%) 

+ Québec Liberal Party: 50 (31.2%)  

+ Coalition avenir Québec: 19 (27.1%) 

+ Québec solidaire: 2 (6%) 

+ Other: 0 (3.8%) 

+ Voter turnout rate: 74.6% (57% in 2008) 
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At a glance 

+ The two separatist parties do not hold the majority of seats in the National Assembly, which is 63. If 
the PLQ and CAQ form a coalition, they will hold 69 of the 125 seats. 

+ The average lifespan of a minority government is 18 months. This was the case with the Jean 
Charest Liberal government in 2007-2008. 

+ The separatist vote was fragmented. 

+ For the first time in 30 years, the PLQ came second in voting intention and did not win the popular 
vote, with the PQ winning 31,922 more votes than the PLQ in this category. 

+ Quebec is divided three ways: 1,393,540 Quebecers voted for the PQ; 1,361,618 chose the PLQ; 
and 1,180,758 supported the CAQ.  

+ The CAQ will hold official party status in the National Assembly, having won more than 12 seats.  

+ The PQ is dominant in the “450” area around Montreal, as well as in Saguenay-Lac-St-Jean, 
Eastern Quebec, Abitibi, and the North Shore. 

+ The PLQ holds much of the Island of Montreal. 

+ The CAQ made inroads in the 450 area, Quebec City region and Chaudière-Appalaches. 

+ Four government ministers were unseated: Alain Paquet (Finance), Pierre Corbeil (Agriculture, 
Fisheries and Food), Clément Gignac (Natural Resources and Wildlife, Minister responsible for the 
Northern Plan), and Serge Simard (Natural Resources).   

+ All five former ADQ members were re-elected.   

+ In 13 ridings, the PQ finished in second or third place with less than 5% of the vote separating them 
from the winning candidate, including 5 ridings where the difference was less than 2%. 

+ In 6 ridings, the PLQ finished second with less than 5% of the vote separating them from the winning 
candidate, including 1 riding where the difference was less than 2%. 

+ In 13 ridings, the CAQ finished in second or third place with less than 5% of the vote separating 
them from the winning candidate, including 3 ridings where the difference was less than 2%. 

+ The final polls conducted by survey firms Léger Marketing and CROP underestimated the number of 
votes that would be cast for the PLQ. 

+ The majority of undecided voters voted for the PLQ.  

+ 38 new MNAs will enter the National Assembly; most of these are with the PQ. 

+ The PQ caucus includes the youngest MNA ever elected to the National Assembly. Léo Bureau-
Blouin, the new MNA for Laval-des-Rapides, is 20. 

  



NEW GOVERNMENT IN QUEBEC 3

The challenges ahead for the new Marois government 

+ Select a Cabinet. 

+ Resolve the student crisis. 

+ Reassure the business community. 

+ Co-exist with the other parties represented in the National Assembly. 

+ Develop a good relationship with the federal government. 

+ As a minority, the new government will not have full rein to introduce all of the components 
contained in its platform, such as its most controversial commitments: changes to Bill 101, abolition 
of Bill 78, freezing of tuitions, initiative referenda, and sovereignty.   

 

To watch 

+ Jean Charest’s final cabinet meeting today. 

+ The political future of the outgoing premier. 

+ Who will lead the official opposition if not Jean Charest? 

+ The resumption of the Charbonneau Commission next week.  

 

 


