
  
 

 

 

Spotlight on Michael Coteau: Don Valley East 
 
In H+K Insight’s third and final installment of this series, we introduce you to another one of 
Ontario’s new political players. 
 
Michael Coteau: Liberal MPP for Don Valley East 
 
 

 
 
 

Michael was elected MPP for Don Valley East in October 2011, succeeding former Liberal 
MPP David Caplan who chose not to run for re-election. He was subsequently appointed 
Parliamentary Assistant to the Minister of Tourism, Culture and Sport. A former school board 
trustee, Michael is a Carleton University graduate and an advocate for student nutrition, 
community use of school space, environmentally friendly schools and the use of educational 
technology. 
 

1. What do you anticipate life will be like as MPP? 

After spending eight years as a municipal politician, I understand how important it is to pay 
attention to people’s needs and requests in the local community. I also know that helping 
govern a large organization, balancing a significant budget – and prioritizing appropriately – 
are essential for success. Additionally, between my legislative responsibilities as 
Parliamentary Assistant to the Minister of Tourism, Culture and Sport – and committee 
work, I anticipate that it will be a busy term.   
 

2. What are the first issues you will tackle? 

It is crucial for me to spend time in my riding of Don Valley East, meeting with constituents, 
local organizations and community groups. Over the past three months, I have established 
a very responsive office; I have met with more than 70 community organizations, hosted 
and attended events in the riding and met as many people as possible.  

My riding has a higher-than-average unemployment rate, so connecting people at the local 
level with employment resources is a key part of what we do. I am especially committed to 
finding solutions that create jobs and grow the economy. 
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3. Most surprising / unexpected moment so far? 

Perhaps the most surprising moment for me so far has been participating in animated 
caucus meetings and being a part of conversations about important issues our province 
faces. It is encouraging to see how healthy discussion and debate in caucus can lead to 
greater collegiality and, most importantly, be a vehicle through which constituents’ voices 
are heard. 
 

4. What was your first month like? 

The first month was all about playing catch-up! I’m certain candidates from all parties found 
the election to be an exhilarating, yet exhausting, experience. To be thrust into a new 
environment like Queen’s Park presented a few challenges. Notwithstanding, after the first 
few weeks, things started to normalize and I developed a routine (or at least tried to). It 
feels great.  
 

5. Biggest difference you have noticed between campaigning and being an MPP? 

During the campaign, there were a couple hundred dedicated people working with me to 
get things done, and we took that journey together. When the campaign ended, my 
volunteers headed back to their lives – which many put on hold during the campaign. 
Although I still see them regularly, now I have just a small staff to help me tackle the many 
issues that face my riding. I love campaigning as much as the next political enthusiast, but 
it is also nice to get down to the business of serving my constituents.  
 

6. Biggest difference between your Queen’s Park duties and your constituency duties? 

While the two are inextricably linked, there is a divide between constituency and Queen’s 
Park duties. In the constituency office, I deal on a personal level with very serious issues 
facing my constituents, and I do the best I can to be empathetic and handle their needs 
efficiently.  There are also specific local issues in which I need to be engaged.  

Conversely, at Queen’s Park, I focus more on navigating through myriad components of the 
legislative process, building relationships and understanding the province as a whole.  In 
terms of geography, I am lucky to be a Toronto member. Even when I am working at the 
legislature, I am able to get back to my riding to attend meetings or events and spend time 
with my family. For some of my colleagues who represent rural constituencies, not only 
does it take a long time to drive into Toronto, but it can also take them hours to get from 
one place to another within their own riding. 
 

7. Tell us about your specific role at Queen’s Park  

At Queen’s Park, my central focus is House duty, committee work, caucus meetings, work 
on private members legislation and meetings with various stakeholders. I also maintain 
contact with my constituents in Don Valley East from my downtown office when I spend a 
full day at Queen’s Park.  

There are opportunities to interact with MPPs from other parties outside the chamber – 
things are a lot friendlier in the corridors than inside the chamber! I have already had 
several pleasant conversations and humorous exchanges with members of other parties; I 
believe this helps maintain a positive dialogue and a level of civility that can help our 
province as a whole.  


