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Fall 2011 Speech from the Throne 
 
Lieutenant Governor Steven Point delivered the fall Speech from the Throne today, the first under the premiership 
of Christy Clark. The speech marks the opening of the fourth session of the 39

th
 Parliament which will run until 

November 24, 2011.  
 
As expected, the speech had a heavy focus on putting families first, defending and creating jobs, and the 
economy; mirroring the government’s priorities for the upcoming session.  
 
Clark announced government will follow through on her leadership campaign promise to introduce a new statutory 
holiday in February, though the first occurrence will not be until February 2013 to allow time for businesses to 
adjust. 
 
Safer communities were promised along with commitments for adding capacity to courts by relaxing restrictions 
that limit the service time of senior part-time judges, promoting early resolution of family law problems, and a 
streamlined process for traffic-fine violations.  The government will also request that television cameras and 
recording devices be allowed during the trials of those accused of participating in the Vancouver riot.  
 
Similar to the BC Hydro review, government will conduct reviews of other Crown Corporations starting in January 
2012 to ensure that taxpayers and families are protected and well served. 
 
Government will also introduce changes to the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act as part of 
the Premier’s “Open Government” leadership campaign slogan.  It also reiterated a commitment to consultation, 
and announced a new web site to be launched in the following months which will allow British Columbians to see 

and access all consultations and engagements underway across government. 

The speech made a general commitment to modernize and improve the education system including a review of 
the College of Teachers and additional funding to ease class composition issues, a sticking point at the currently 
slow-moving teachers' contract talks. 
 
Government also warned of tough economic times ahead and significantly weakened revenues, citing a global 
slowdown in consumer spending and economic growth during the past six weeks. This will have a direct impact 
on collective bargaining; however, government said that although public sector wage increases will be difficult to 
achieve, they believe in the need for public servants to be treated fairly, signaling a potential end to the public-
sector wage freeze for contracts expiring in spring 2012. Despite the projected weakened revenues, the Premier 
did reinforce the goal of introducing a balanced budget by 2013-14. 
 
The bulk of the speech was dedicated to restating many of the Premier’s commitments from her BC Jobs Plan, 
unveiled two weeks ago, and other past initiatives since she took office in March 2011. These include: 

 Minimum wage increase 

 Elimination of parking fees in BC Provincial Parks 

 $15 million for community gaming grants 

 Review of BC Hydro rates and services 
 
Full government news release, including government highlights of the speech can be found at: 
http://www2.news.gov.bc.ca/news_releases_2009-2013/2011PREM0124-001247.htm  
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