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Methodology 

H+K Strategies conducted a national omnibus survey using our internal panel, H+K 
Perspectives, we surveyed 1158 Canadians between September 13–16, 2014 (an associated 

margin of error for a sample this size would be +/- 2.88%, 19 times out of 20).  

 

H+K Perspectives is an online panel with approximately 20,000 members nationally.  H+K 
Strategies Canada maintains this panel in order to support our public engagement and 
campaigns work.  Our panel supports valuable custom research, as well as omnibus 

opportunities, for clients from across our various areas of expertise; whether it be market 
communications, public affairs, public relations, defense, energy, crisis or health (to name a 
few).   

 

The methodology we used to recruit the panel was designed by leading panel experts and is 

maintained by the Public Engagement and Research Group.  

 

For each research assignment we draw a randomly selected sample from the larger panel 
sample.  Using known propensity to respond scores we carefully stratify the sample.  During 
data analysis we apply post-stratification weights to the sample (according to census 
population parameters). 
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Survey Says 
Overall, Canadians have a low awareness of the 
proposed ORPP (29%). Ontarians are much more 

likely to be aware of the ORPP, but this is still only true 
of about 4 in 10 (41%). 

Feelings around provincial pension plans are 
generally mixed. In Quebec, where there is already 
a provincial pension plan, the majority support the 
idea (54%). Ontarians are particularly divided on the 

subject, with nearly as many being supportive (34%) 
as opposed (29%).  

When asked to choose between a mandatory 
provincial pension plan and the freedom to choose 
how to invest money, slightly more Canadians felt a 

plan like the ORPP was needed(54%). Looking 
specifically at Ontarians, opinions were once again 
split. 

Nearly one third (32%) of Canadians report not 
having personal savings for retirement. This is 
particularly true of those under 35, where over half 

(55%) indicate this. 

Survey Objective 
Determine views on mandatory provincial 

pension plans  as a method for saving for 

retirement. A key focus of this research is on 

the Ontario Registered Pension Plan (ORPP). 
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PERSPECTIVES 

Analysis 
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Q: 

September 13-16, 2014; Canada n=1158 

The Ontario Registered Pension Plan (ORPP) is a new pension plan in Ontario that will require mandatory contributions of 2% of an 
employee’s income by both the employee and their employer. That will cost the average person about $1200 per year. 

Have you seen, heard, or read anything about the proposed ORPP? 

+ As to be expected, 

Ontarians are much 

more likely to be 

aware of the ORPP, 

however, more than 

half (57%) are not 

+ Those over the age 

of 54 tend to have a 

slightly higher level of 

awareness  

8% 

21% 

70% 

Yes, definitely

Yes, somewhat

No

? 
Most Canadians 

are unaware of 

the proposed 

ORPP 
70 % 
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Q: 

September 13-16, 2014; Canada n=1158 

Support/Oppose provincial pension plan (all provinces) 

+ Those at least 

somewhat aware of 

the ORPP show a 

higher level of 

support (56%) as 

compared to those 

who are unaware 

(39%) 

+ Respondents who do 

not believe their 

savings will be 

sufficient for 

retirement show a 

slightly higher level of 

support for a 

provincial pension 

plan (55% average) 

44 % 34 % 18 % 

Slightly under half of Canadians are in favour of 

a provincial pension plan 
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Q: 

September 13-16, 2014; Canada n=1158 

Based on what you know, do you support or oppose a plan such as the ORPP? 

+ Those who are aware 
of the ORPP are 
equally split between 
support (46%) and 
opposition (41%), 
however, they are 
much less likely to 
choose “neither” (13%) 

+ Ontarians with higher 
household incomes 
($100K+) show the 
greatest level of 
support (50%) of all 
income groups 

+ Interestingly, 
respondents who 
indicate not having 
any retirement savings 
have an overall lower 
level of support (20%)  

30 % 34 % 

Ontarians are divided on their views  of a 

provincial pension plan 

29 % 

Highest level of opposition of all provinces 

*Ontario only 
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Q: 

September 13-16, 2014; Canada n=1158 

Based on what you know about Quebec’s own provincial pension plan (RRQ), do 

you support or oppose a provincial retirement savings plan? 

+ Quebec, already 

having a provincial 

pension plan, has a 

much lower level of 

opposition (3%) 

compared to Ontario 

(29%) or the rest of 

Canada (16%) 

+ Those who are aware 

of the ORPP have a 

very high level of 

support for provincial 

pension plans (85%) 

54 % 3 % 43 % 

Residents of Quebec have the highest level of 

support in all of Canada 

*Quebec only 
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Q: 

September 13-16, 2014; Canada n=1158 

Based on what you know, would you support or oppose a provincial retirement 

savings plan such as the ORPP in your province? 

+ Not as supportive as 

Quebecers, nor as 

opposed as 

Ontarians, 

Canadians outside 

these provinces have 

a slightly more muted 

view of provincial 

pensions plans 

+ Respondents in BC 

show the strongest 

support (60%), much 

higher than the 

national average 

(44%) 

47 % 31 % 16 % 

Nearly half of Canadians outside of Quebec and 

Ontario support a provincial pension plan 

*Canada outside Ontario and Quebec 
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Q: 

September 13-16, 2014; Canada n=1158 

Some people believe that people should be able to choose how to invest their money for retirement and a provincial registered pension 
plan is an unnecessary tax on businesses; others believe that people need help saving for retirement and that a mandatory provincial 
registered pension plan will greatly help them.  

Which view is closer to your own? 

+ Overall, slightly more 
than half (54%) of 
Canadians believe a 
provincial pension plan 
is needed to help 
people save for 
retirement 

+ Ontarians continue to 
be divided in their 
opinions, with as many 
believing the ORPP is 
needed (47%),  as those 
who think people should 
be able to choose how 
to invest their money 
(46%) 

+ Those who feel their 
savings are (or will be) 
insufficient for retirement 
are much more likely to 
think a provincial 
pension plan is needed 
to help people save 
(68% average) 

A provincial registered 
pension plan is needed to 
help people save for 
retirement 

People should be able to 
choose how to invest their 
money 

Canada 54 
% 

41 
% 

Ontario 47 
% 

46 
% 
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Q: 

September 13-16, 2014; Canada n=1158 

How would you describe your retirement savings situation?  

+ About one third (32%) of 
Canadians report not 
having any personal 
savings for retirement 

+ Not being aware of the 
ORPP is much more 
common amongst those 
who do not have any 
retirement savings (37%)  

+ Among those who are 
not retired, age highly 
correlates with saving 
for retirement, with older 
Canadians typically 
being more prepared 

+ Single individuals are 
much more likely to not 
have any personal 
savings for retirement 

+ Ontarians show similar 
responses to the rest of 
Canada 

32% 

27% 

14% 

12% 

11% 

I don’t have any personal savings for retirement 

I am saving for retirement, but don’t feel that my savings will 
be sufficient to support me 

I am currently saving enough to support myself in retirement

I am retired and my savings are sufficient to support me

I am retired and my savings are not sufficient to support me

Canadians with 

sufficient savings 

for retirement 

26 
% 

Canadians without 

sufficient savings for 

retirement 

70 
% 
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PERSPECTIVES 

For more information:  

 

Elliott Gauthier 
Research Director 
elliott.gauthier@hkstrategies.ca 
(613) 786-9959 

 


